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(b) All materials chutes, or sections
thereof, at an angle of more than 45°
from the horizontal, shall be entirely
enclosed, except for openings equipped
with closures at or about floor level for
the insertion of materials. The open-
ings shall not exceed 48 inches in
height measured along the wall of the
chute. At all stories below the top
floor, such openings shall be kept
closed when not in use.

(c) A substantial gate shall be in-
stalled in each chute at or near the dis-
charge end. A competent employee
shall be assigned to control the oper-
ation of the gate, and the backing and
loading of trucks.

(d) When operations are not in
progress, the area surrounding the dis-
charge end of a chute shall be securely
closed off.

(e) Any chute opening, into which
workmen dump debris, shall be pro-
tected by a substantial guardrail ap-
proximately 42 inches above the floor
or other surface on which the men
stand to dump the material. Any space
between the chute and the edge of
openings in the floors through which it
passes shall be solidly covered over.

(f) Where the material is dumped
from mechanical equipment or wheel-
barrows, a securely attached toeboard
or bumper, not less than 4 inches thick
and 6 inches high, shall be provided at
each chute opening.

(g) Chutes shall be designed and con-
structed of such strength as to elimi-
nate failure due to impact of materials
or debris loaded therein.

§ 1926.853 Removal of materials
through floor openings.

Any openings cut in a floor for the
disposal of materials shall be no larger
in size than 25 percent of the aggregate
of the total floor area, unless the lat-
eral supports of the removed flooring
remain in place. Floors weakened or
otherwise made unsafe by demolition
operations shall be shored to carry
safely the intended imposed load from
demolition operations.

§ 1926.854 Removal of walls, masonry
sections, and chimneys.

(a) Masonry walls, or other sections
of masonry, shall not be permitted to
fall upon the floors of the building in

such masses as to exceed the safe car-
rying capacities of the floors.

(b) No wall section, which is more
than one story in height, shall be per-
mitted to stand alone without lateral
bracing, unless such wall was origi-
nally designed and constructed to
stand without such lateral support, and
is in a condition safe enough to be self-
supporting. All walls shall be left in a
stable condition at the end of each
shift.

(c) Employees shall not be permitted
to work on the top of a wall when
weather conditions constitute a haz-
ard.

(d) Structural or load-supporting
members on any floor shall not be cut
or removed until all stories above such
a floor have been demolished and re-
moved. This provision shall not pro-
hibit the cutting of floor beams for the
disposal of materials or for the instal-
lation of equipment, provided that the
requirements of §§ 1926.853 and 1926.855
are met.

(e) Floor openings within 10 feet of
any wall being demolished shall be
planked solid, except when employees
are kept out of the area below.

(f) In buildings of ‘‘skeleton-steel’’
construction, the steel framing may be
left in place during the demolition of
masonry. Where this is done, all steel
beams, girders, and similar structural
supports shall be cleared of all loose
material as the masonry demolition
progresses downward.

(g) Walkways or ladders shall be pro-
vided to enable employees to safely
reach or leave any scaffold or wall.

(h) Walls, which serve as retaining
walls to support earth or adjoining
structures, shall not be demolished
until such earth has been properly
braced or adjoining structures have
been properly underpinned.

(i) Walls, which are to serve as re-
taining walls against which debris will
be piled, shall not be so used unless ca-
pable of safely supporting the imposed
load.

§ 1926.855 Manual removal of floors.
(a) Openings cut in a floor shall ex-

tend the full span of the arch between
supports.

(b) Before demolishing any floor
arch, debris and other material shall be
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